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Australia -African Business Relationship Challenges and Opportunities
Research Proposal
In 2015, Hon. Julie Bishop, the minister for foreign affairs developed an advisory team for Australian African Relations. The group aimed to enhance advice on the growing links between Australia and Africa. As the links grow, Africa continues to advance economically through investment and increased attention from the global powers. The government of Australia continues to create priority on activities that will enhance sustainable and long-term links, establish mutual benefits, and focus on areas such as expanding trade links, establish partnerships in development, enhance security, cooperate on global issues and develop individual ties. Africa matters to Australia because of the number of components states, natural resources, population, and geographical resource (nothing called geographical resources). 
Various opportunities are linked to the Australia Africa business. The main opportunity is the expansion of investment and trade. According to Piesse (2018), most of the global population growth in the 21st century will happen in Africa. By the year 2050, the population of Africa will have 2.5 billion people which is double the number of people presents currently. The population growth is expected to occur together with rapid urbanization. By 2100, Piesse (2018) anticipates that the African continent will harbor the 10 largest cities in the globe. Africa has the youngest population in the world with more than 50% of the population younger than 20 years. Due to the increased life expectancy and reduction of infant mortality, the continent will have access to plenty of workforces. More so, there is an opportunity for widening commercial interests. The presence of resources such as mines in Africa enhances the opportunity for Australia to work with African to enhance the utilization of these resources through economic partnership. Also, the presence of free trade area creates an opportunity for Australia's Africa business. Free trade areas enhance the establishment of commercial activities between Africa and Australia without barriers which enhances investment opportunities for both continents. Therefore, the Australia Africa business link has great opportunities which enhance (the word enhance repeated too many times) the effectiveness of a trade. 
However, the Australia Africa business encounters various challenges which impact the effectiveness of the commercial activities established amid the two parties. The Australian administration has been facing great challenges in doing business with Africa despite the presence of plenty of resources. The rate of violence, corruption, and poverty in Africa enhances the presence of adverse effects on business partnerships and investments. The presence of uncertainty enhances the view of risks and uncertainty. More so the view of turmoil and bloodshed issues in Africa enhances the view of instability in the continent which leads to business ineffectiveness. The "African Context" is among the barriers that enhance the prevention of business links between the Australian companies and Africa. Elements such as land ownership, traditional leadership structures, and local conditions enhance the prevention of business among the two parties (Zengeya et al., 2017). More so, the presence of Arab spring enhances challenges in North African countries leading to political insecurities that affect the Australian companies from effective investment. Poor governance and uncertain regulation In African countries are of great impact to the Australian government. The increased cases of competitors in Africa counteract the investment plans of the Australian companies which are of great impact. 
Therefore, Australia Africa business is a great strategy that enhances the development of the two parties in enterprises as there is the enhancement of business and effective links. Research reveals that there are various opportunities that the Australia Africa business has to enhance the effectiveness of the trade between the two parties. The opportunities include growth strategies in Africa, economic and population growth, infrastructure and resources, innovations and technology, regional economic integration, and the blue economy. However, barriers such as the "African context", Arab spring, poor governance and regulation, sovereign risks, and corruption influence the challenges faced in the business by the two parties. 
Problem Statement
Some factors influence the success of business activities between two or more parties. These factors may create the presence of opportunities or trade threats. One of the factors is the characteristic of leadership. People who focus on great goals enhance the success of the business practice. In Africa, poor regulation in leadership is a great influence that enhances a challenge to the success of Australia Africa business. Quality improvement is another significant factor that is evident in the growth of Africa. Sampath (2014) opines that the development of Africa in terms of technological advancements enhances a great opportunity for business activities to be successful. A great market enhances the success of investments and business. Africa offers a great opportunity for a business link between the continent and Australia through the growth of its population. The business link between Africa and Australia faces both opportunities in equal measures. These two elements provide evidence of the possibility of the continued success and development of the business link which will enhance economic growth between the two parties. The research will offer an understanding of the different opportunities and challenges faced in the Australia Africa business. Based on different opportunities and threats faced in the business links between the two parties, the research will offer implications and recommendations for the success of the business. 
Purpose
This research serves two main purposes. First, it enhances the development of insights on the challenges and opportunities that are present in the Australia Africa business relationship. The research allows the researcher to understand various opportunities that are present in the business links between Australia and Africa. This will enhance the development of insights on the development of future trading activities between the two parties. Secondly, understanding the challenges will enhance the development of knowledge on which strategies can be developed to enhance solutions to the challenges. The research will provide various strategies that can be used by Australian and African business parties to enhance the effectiveness of the business relationship which will enhance economic success. 
Research Questions
1. What are the opportunities appreciated by Australia Africa business relationship?
2. What are the challenges that are faced by Australia Africa business relationship?
Research Objectives
1. To evaluate the opportunities that are appreciated by Australia Africa business relationship
2. To evaluate the challenges that are faced by Australia Africa business relationship
Methodology
This research will be developed as a systematic review of various articles that are presented by different scholars. The research will use both primary and secondary sources of information that are evidence-based. However, the research articles used in the study will be evaluated for their time of publication-only articles that have a maximum of 10 years old will be included in the study. The articles involved will be reviewed for their alignment with the research questions to prevent data dredging which will enhance significant findings for this study. A comprehensive systematic review will be developed in the analysis of the articles. This will ensure that all the relevant studies will be involved in the research. The systematic review strategy permits the researchers to appraise and synthesize the outcomes based on the results of every research. 
The use of the review will ensure that databases that enhance comprehensive analysis are developed. The pool of available resources will be through sensitive search criteria which will enhance access to only relevant studies. Concepts and key terms will be involved in the search for the relevant materials used in the research. Key terms include Australia Africa business relationship, challenges of Australia Africa business links, and opportunities of Australia Africa business relationship. A rapid (why rapid) review of the accessed articles will be done. Rapid review enhances diminished time which is required to synthesize information. A rapid review is effective in reducing the number of irrelevant studies. This will be mainly done through enhancing date restrictions (10 years) and narrowing the criteria of language (English only). Screening and selection of the studies will be done through the development of criteria for inclusion and exclusion. The steps include the removal of duplicates, screening relevant studies by title, and ensuring that the remaining studies fulfill the criteria for eligibility. Quality assessment will be done to enhance the quality of the included studies in the research. The quality features that will be determined to enhance access to the eligible studies include peer-reviewed journals; the objective of the study is aligned with the question, and the presence of a statement of compliance. The data will be extracted from the research articles and the findings of every study will be explained to explain the results. 
Literature
Researchers have suggested various opportunities and challenges faced by Australia Africa relationship as the two parties work on enhancing success in their business links. There are different opportunities that the Australia America relationship has which enhances a continued success in business. One of the opportunities is the growth of Africa's strategic relevance in business and other areas such as resources and security. Coetzee (2018) showed that Africa is enhancing its global strategic relevance in the field of geological, commercial, resources, and security. More so, Africa has 54 votes out of 192 in the UN assembly which enhances its influence in international gatherings. This provides a great opportunity to widen access to opportunities that Australia may also benefit from. The administration of various countries in Africa has engaged in financial investments to enhance business opportunities. The opportunities that Africa has established with different countries such as China, Japan, and France have established a great opportunity for expanding its trade leading to the development of commercial sectors. This strengthens the link between Australia and Africa concerning trading as economic growth enhances opportunities for Australian companies to invest in Africa. 
More so, the presence of economic and population growth in Africa enhances the establishment of opportunities for trade links between Australia and Africa. In 2017, the GDP of sub-Saharan Africa was presented to grow by 2.6%. Also, the GDP of the 11 biggest nations in sub-Saharan Africa increased by 51% which was more than twice the average of 23% in the world. Over a decade, countries such as Rwanda, Cote D'Ivoire, Kenya, Tanzania, Ethiopia, and Morocco experienced stable and high growth. This shows that there is an opportunity for business links between Africa and Australia due to the economic development of the African countries. Piesse (2018) shows that by 2050, the demographic growth of the world's population is expected to be high in Africa. The increased population in Africa will enhance the development of more market opportunities for goods and services offered by Australia. The anticipated growth of the population in Africa will enhance the consumption of additional services and goods from Australia. With increased consumption of products in Africa, Australia Africa business relationship will be enhanced. More so, by 2030, urbanization will be established in Africa which will be influenced by the growth of the population. Research shows that Africa will harbor 10 of the largest cities in the world. Africa is also linked to the fastest-growing middle-class population in the globe. The rise in the middle-class population creates an opportunity for consumption of products. 
Also, the growth of infrastructure and resources will enhance Australia Africa trade links. Africa has many resources that are yet to be exploited which makes it a great place for investment. Realizing the reservoirs for resources enhances the growth and development of the continent. Africa is the major producer of crude oil for Australia which creates a great opportunity for trade links between the parties (Marais et al., 2018). More so, investment in the infrastructure is a great opportunity for the distribution and production of untapped resources which enhances economic growth. More so, the presence of inadequate infrastructure and the need for growth influences Africa to need Australian assistance to enhance development. This establishes business links between Africa and Australia. Also, the technological advancements in Africa are a great opportunity that establishes a business relationship between Africa and Australia. Technological development enhances a digital economy in Africa. Elements such as the development of smartphones, bank-to-bank transactions, and money transfers enhance the development of trading activities (Sampath, 2014).  The presence of digital financing enhances further development in e-commerce and on-demand services which enhances effective trading between Australia and Africa. The presence of the blue economy is a great opportunity that enhances trade links in the Australian Africa business. Africa nations including Tanzania, South Africa, Somalia, Seychelles, Mozambique, Mauritius, Madagascar, Kenya, and Comoros make up to 50% of 21 members Indian ocean rim association (IORA) which includes Australia as a member (Attri, 2016). The major objective of the IORA is to develop the blue economy through enhancing trade links with Australia. This is a great economic opportunity to enhance business links between Australia and Africa blue nations. More so, Australia acknowledges blue economic to be of great value. The utilization of marine resources enhances the creation of jobs, innovation, and influences economic growth. Therefore, the IORA enhances a chance for Australia to have a business link with African nations. 
Despite the presence of many opportunities that exist for Australia Africa business links, various challenges exist that affect the effectiveness of the link. One of the main challenges is the presence of the "African context" which is a barrier to effective trading and investment. Local factors which include land ownership and traditional leadership strategies enhance difficulty in the navigation of trade links without a consultant or good local partners. Zengeya et al. (2017) state that land ownership is among the most challenging factors to navigate due to the competition levels in administration different ownership structures, traditional ownership claims, and the intersection of land between different groups. The local landowners may expect foreign companies to establish social responsibilities such as building schools and roads in return which affects the business links. For example, an Australian mining company may be expected to construct roads in the neighboring community in an African country which may affect their business link if the company is not willing to do so. The presence of Arab spring is another challenge that is faced in the Australia Africa trade links. Various countries in North Africa face challenges due to political upheaval. For example, the turmoil which was experienced in Egypt between 2011 and 2013 influenced economic pressure due to security and political concerns. This leads to adverse impacts on trade links between Africa and Australia. Akaev et al. (2017) suggest that the presence of Arab spring enhances trigger for trade adverse impacts. This affects the willingness of the foreign nations to invest in Africa due to the perception of insecurity in African nations. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Also, weak governance and poor regulation are a hindrance to Australia Africa business links. Uncertainties in the regulation regime influence the investment potential for Australia across every sector. Unfamiliar and opaque tendering practices may deter bidders from Australia to the government contracts in Africa. For example, the South African administration's decision to change the mining charter without consulting Australian mining companies has enhanced various court challenges and enhance confusion in the required investments (Marais et al., 2018). The rise of poor decision-making in trade regulations is a threat to the Australia Africa business links which affects the ability of the nations to maintain good terms in the enterprise. More so, increased corruption events in African nations are a great challenge to the Australian Africa trade links. Researchers show that transparency is a great challenge in African nations which affects the decision of foreign investors. Corrupt culture in African nations, facilitation payments, and gift-giving deter the companies from Australia and A G20s business survey done in 2016, shows that corruption is the main constraint of foreign investment. Unlike most companies from different nations, Australian firms are affected by extraterritorial anti-bribery laws. The corrupt cases in Africa impact commercial engagements between Australian and African companies. Therefore, corruption is a hindrance to Australia Africa trade links. 
Conclusions
Business links are significant in enhancing effective trading between different nations. Some factors enhance opportunities and challenges in enhancing business relationships (doesn’t make sense). In Australia Africa business relationships literature reveals that the presence of factors such as population growth, infrastructure and resources, technological advancement, and blue economy enhances the opportunity to enhance trade links. However, factors such as African context, Arab spring, weak governance, and poor regulation and corruption enhance hindrance to the Australia African business relationships. The literature shows that there are opportunities that need to be strengthened while challenges that need to be solved to enhance a conducive business relationship between Africa and Australia which will enhance economic growth for both parties.
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